In determining the best education for the negro under the social conditions in which he finds himself, it would seem to be of first importance to discover, if possible, how he compares in his elementary education with the children of the white race. At present, except in a few instances, the negro children in the North are distributed among the white children in the regular public schools. In the South, while the negro is segregated, the courses of study are practically the same as those for the other race.
Two questions arise from this situation,?first, how does the negro boy or girl "fit in" to the course of study prescribed originally for the white child? Secondly, is it possible to devise a better course of instruction for the average negro boy or girl??not merely a more practical one in the money-getting sense, but one that will fit better the usual type of negro mind.
Few studies have been made on this subject. Dr (table 1) shows that the percentage of retarded negro boys in the primary school is almost twice as great as the percentage of white boys, and that the difference is increased in the case of the girls. In the grammar grades the difference in the percentages is slightly less in the case of the girls; 57.1 for the negroes as against 29.8 for the whites.
The difference in the case of the white and colored grammar school boys is much less than any of the other groups owing to an abnormally large retardation among the white boys of the sixth year.
Taking primary and grammar grades together the negroes still show twice as great a percentage of retardation as the white children with a slight advantage in favor of the negro boys as compared with the negro girls; a difference which will be further referred to in the conclusion of this paper.
In order to take the comparison one step further the amount of retardation of the retarded pupils in each group was also determined (table II) In this comparison, also, the negro girls show up less favorably than the negro boys. The average number of years of retardation In seeking for a cause, other than a racial one, for these differences, the physical condition of the negro children was also looked into (table III) . education from that which we try to instill into the minds of white children. To be sure, we only measurably succeed with the latter, and in so far as we fail, our methods and our materials are probably wrong; but they are probably twice as far wrong when we attempt to force them upon the negro.
In conclusion, just a paragraph upon two points: First, the sudden reduction of the age differences between the white and negro pupils of the sixth year and above, points to a difference in the rate of elimination between negro and white pupils that would bear investigation along comparative lines.
Secondly, the population of the special class for incorrigible and backward pupils in the neighborhood of the Lynd School is about 75 per cent negro, a much greater percentage than the neighborhood population would warrant.
Not only, therefore, do the negro children fit so badly into the system that they have to be excluded in unusual numbers from the ordinary classes, but it results that our comparisons have been made between a group of negro children from which a large percentage of delinquent pupils had been eliminated and a group of white children from which a very small percentage had been eliminated.
Since the pupils sent to the special class are mostly boys in the fourth to sixth years, the negro boys in those grades make a much better showing in the investigation than if it were possible to consider all the pupils of each race, i. e. those in the special classes as well as those in the regular classes.
